CHAPTER VI.
REVOLT OF THE PEOPLE.
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; N THE morning of the 25th of Feb-
ruary, 1848, the news was brought
to Chavignolles, by a person who
had come from Falaise, that Paris
was covered with barricades, and
'the next day the proclamation of the
Republic was posted up outside the mayor's office.
This great event astonished the inhabitants.
But when they learned that the Court of Cassa-
tion, the Court of Appeal, the Court of Exchequer,
the Chamber of Notaries, the order of advocates, the
Council of State, the University, the generals, and M.
de la Roche-Jacquelein himself had given promise of
their adherence to the provisional government, their
breasts began to expand; and, as trees of liberty were
planted at Paris, the municipal council decided that
they ought to have them at Chavignolles.

Bouvard made an offer of one, his patriotism ex-
ulting in the triumph of the people; as for Pecuchet,
the fall of royalty confirmed his anticipations so ex-
actly that he must needs be satisfied.

Gorju, obeying them with zeal, removed one of
the poplar trees that skirted the meadow above La